
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the 
Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM), to replace ripped 
wetsuits and worn shoes for the RCD Stream Team and staff biologists.

SUBJECT

December 17, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD
(THIRD SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $3,450 to the 
RCDSMM to replace ripped wetsuits and worn shoes, as well as provide hoods to the RCD Stream 
Team and staff biologists (divers) who monitor the abundance and distribution of endangered 
southern steelhead trout in Malibu Creek.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Since 2005, the RCD Stream Team and staff biologists have been monitoring the abundance and 
distribution of endangered southern steelhead trout in Malibu Creek by conducting monthly snorkel 
surveys.  This is the only consistent monitoring of this population and has provided important 
management information to National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration’s Southern Steelhead 
Recovery program, as well as, to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  RCDSMM activities 
in Malibu include maintaining a water quality data sonde, which has been crucial to understanding 
the highly dynamic interactions between water quality and fish populations.  The monitoring work is 
supported by a grant from the Fisheries Restoration Grant Program.  
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Unfortunately, that grant source does not provide sufficient funding to replace worn wetsuits and dive 
gear. Because of the presence of invasive New Zealand mud snails in the Malibu Creek, all dive 
equipment used there cannot be used in any other creek to prevent the spread of these problematic 
invaders.

Wetsuits, dive hoods, water shoes and dive lights are all essential equipment needed to conduct 
snorkel surveys for fish monitoring.  While RCDSMM does its best to treat the equipment with care 
and repair small holes when possible, normal wear and tear results in holes that makes diving very 
cold during the winter months.  Exposure to the cold water makes for a very long, difficult work day 
for the divers and can reduce their accuracy in spotting fish. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goals
No. 1 & 3 (Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  RCDSMM provide education 
programs and conduct research that assists in developing management and policy plans.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles County Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 13100 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines 
levied for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the conservation and the propagation of fish and game, thus benefiting 
the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
12/17/2013
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf
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